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Purpose
The purpose of the Guiding Word is to help Discipleship Trainees learn an important passage of
scripture.
Overview of the project:
At the beginning of Discipleship Training, each participant is asked to choose a Guiding Word scripture
passage from this packet. This passage will be used weekly and is to be committed to memory by the
one who choose it as his/hers.
Each Discipleship Trainee is to recite his/her Guiding Word scripture daily during the course of the
Discipleship Training year, as a spiritual practice of centering yourself in scripture. The goal is to commit
it to memory.
Tips for Memorizing Scripture
Speak your Guiding Word daily. Build it into a daily routine: Try to do it at the same point of the day
each day. Set a reminder on your phone to recite your Guiding Word at a certain time every day.
Perhaps you might do this on the hour you were born, or during your school lunch hour. Maybe you’ll
time it to fall between episodes of your favorite television show.
Make several copies of your verse and place them in strategic places where you’ll see them. Tape a copy
to your phone. Keep a copy on your pillow. Tape your Guiding Word to your mirror. Encourage your
family to incorporate it into your mealtime routine. Use it before your family says grace at the table, or
as the meal ends.
Get to know what it means by reading about it. Make sure you understand what each word means. Read
scripture around it to know its context. Talk to people around you – especially other adults about your
guiding Word and ask them what they think it means.
Possible Guiding Word Passages
The following passages are offered as a list from which you can choose. Please choose one and be
prepared to announce your selection the following week. Always bring a copy of your Guiding Word
with you to Discipleship Training, as we’ll be reciting them in class.
The underlined portion of each scripture passage will serve as the trainee’s “Affirmation Verse,” on
Affirmation Sunday.
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Romans 6:3-5
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united
with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
John 3:14-17
Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
Job 19:25-27
For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;
and after my skin has been thus destroyed,
then in my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see on my side,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.
My heart faints within me!
Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff— they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.
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Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills—
from where will my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
He who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
The LORD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
The LORD will keep
your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.
Romans 8:26-28
26
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. For We
know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose.
1 Corinthians 1:16-21
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
And the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the World? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation to save those who believe.
Galatians 2:16, 19b-20
We know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we
have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the
works of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law… I have been crucified with
Christ and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
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Luke 1:46-50
And Mary said,
My Soul magnifies the Lord,
And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior
For he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
For the mighty One has done great things for me,
And holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
From generation to generation.
Luke 12:32-34
Jesus said, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.
John 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him, not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines
in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.
John 10:11-15
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep
and runs away and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a
hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me…
and I lay my life down for the sheep.
John 14:1-6
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my father’s house
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where
I am there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him,
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said, “I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
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