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God's Resurrecting Mission Goes On 
Easter, the festival, is now behind us. The baskets are put away, decorat-
ed eggs eaten, and lilies are losing their bloom. Yet, Easter is always with 
us. Forever, God is doing the work begun in the resurrection of Jesus. God 
is raising us to new life, forgiving sin, and working to bring about God's 
Kingdom. God's mission in the world was not stopped by those who put 
Jesus to death. The grave did not bury God's passion for life. The humilia-
tion of the cross did not discredit God's hopes for this world. Easter is al-
ways with us. God continues to bring new life in surprising places. 
  
I thought about this as I picked up palm branches from our observance on 
Sunday of the Passion. Historically, those branches are allowed to dry out. 
Then they are burned, ground and sifted, to become the ashes used on 
Ash Wednesday. In their death, they become something new, something 
used by God to call us to deeper faith in Christ. I also thought about God's 
ongoing mission of life as I looked at a picture of my dad holding his first great grandchild. Dad has 
had a lot of health problems through the years and we marvel that he's still alive. God's gift of life 
was cradled in his arms as he looked with what has to be labeled pure delight.  
  
Whenever we see signs of renewal and new life, we are witnesses to what God is doing in the 
world. The resurrection of Jesus was an open announcement of God's determination to keep enter-
ing into suffering and death to bring new life for all. So, we accompany people to the grave with the 
hope of resurrection through Jesus burning in our hearts. We enter into the world as people sent by 
God, to build a more just and equitable society. We provide food for the poor because we know that 
God calls us to lift up the hungry, sharing the abundance of our lives with those who yearn for de-
cent meals.  
  
In the eight weeks leading from Easter to Pentecost, we'll be considering God's mission of new life 
by engaging with the book of Acts in worship. Each week, we'll use scripture assigned as the 
"second lesson" to focus our minds on what God is continuing to do in the world. We'll learn about 
and be encouraged to engage in God's ongoing "resurrecting mission." In other words, we'll hear 
the witness of scripture about God's new life spreading out from Jerusalem and we'll think further 
about how we can help God make this new life more abundant for the communities in which we live, 
work, and play.   
 
I invite you to read the book of Acts. It is the continuing story of Jesus, as told by the author of Luke. 
Get to know the stories and think about how the work of the church we encounter in these ancient 
stories can spur us to action in the world today. 
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The Centering Word 

Each month, the Centering Word is offered for congregational 
reflection. Use it to commit an important part of scripture to  

memory. The coming monthôs Centering Word is: 
 

Acts1:8 
8
But you will receive power when the  
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

Presidentôs Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alive and Growing Through Godôs Grace 

This is one of my favorite scriptures and one 
of the most recognizable.  This promise gives 
me comfort.  I hope it gives comfort to you as 
well.  The Adult Forums between the services 
have been very  successful.  Thanks to Pastor 
Jordan and all of you that have been part of 
making them a success.  Starting in April, we 
will use some of these forums to have conver-
sations about important  issues in our church.  
On April 24, we will be discussing the A/V  
project that includes a large screen.  We 
would like as much input from the  congrega-
tion as possible.  Please plan on attending.  
We will also be discussing membership, music 
style and service style in future forums.  If 
there is anything that you would like discussed 
at one of these forums, please let me know.    
All opinions are welcomed and appreciated.  
Godôs peace!  Toni Palmer 
(262) 303-4115 pallaw@wi.rr.com 

Holy Humor Sunday April 3 
Razz the Pastor, tell a joke, dress in funny cos-
tumes. Holy Humor Sunday, April 3, will again cel-
ebrate the foolishness of the cross, that the resur-
rection brings us great joy.  This is a great event 
for you to share with your friends and neighbors.  
        We will also welcome  

Genesee Ridge Bluegrass Band 
 from the Lake Country area  

with our own  
Ruth Sternemann on guitar! 

 

New Welcome Center 
The Membership Committee is very excited to 
be working on the new Welcome Center!  We 
could use a few new members thoughé.need 
input on new member gifts, welcome signage 
and location!  Also, we would love to  
brainstorm ideas regarding new  
members!!  Any questions, please contact 
Amy Meier 262.844.3328 or email amymei-
er@wi.rr.com.    

tel:262.844.3328
mailto:amymeier@wi.rr.com
mailto:amymeier@wi.rr.com
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Annual Ecumenical Breakfast 
Many years ago the women of the 4 churches in 
Delafield.  (St Joan of Arc,  Presbyterian Church,  
Episcopal Church, and us) started an annual ecu-
menical breakfast. We rotate having it,and this year 
it is our turn to host it. Last year when St. Joan of 
Arc hosted it ,80 women attended. It will be on  
Friday, May 13, from 8:30 -11 a.m.  in our Great 
Hall. I am pleased to announce that Jacki Lyden will 
be our speaker. She  is an NPR announcer, author 
and journalist. She sometimes attends our church 
when she is home visiting her mother, Arlene Mar-
shall. I have a couple helpers for this event but 
need more. I especially need 10 women to make a 
breakfast casserole. I have a good recipe if you 
need one. Let me know if you can help, and mark 
your calendars so you can attend.  
Sylvia at 262-696-8150 

 
Young at Heart Luncheon 
Mark your calendar for our next Senior Young at 
Heart luncheon on Wednesday, May 11. We will 
have delicious food and great music with the Little 
Bit of Heaven Band, so put on your dancing shoes!  
 

Introducing Monday Mavens 
Do you enjoy fellowship with other women?  How 
about a glass of wine with some fun activity?   CTK 
is now offering a new fellowship group for women of 
all ages.  Join us the second Monday of every 
month to meet new friends and try new activi-
ties.  We'll start with Mexican Train Dominoes on 
Monday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m. with future plans in-
cluding pedicures/manicures, Zentangle,  movies 
under the Stars, candle decorating, and 
more!  Hope to see you on April 11! 
 

Join The Pickleball Craze 
Come and try a game of Pickleball on Sunday,  
April 17, at noon.  Pickleball is a paddle game for all 
ages and skill levels.   We will have a court set up in 
the great room and maybe one outside, weather 
permitting.  Wear your sneakers and gym clothes 
and try this fun game!  We'll plan on serving you 
some hotdogs with a pickle on the side (of course)! 
 

The CTK Book Club  
Everyone is welcome to join the CTK Book 
Club on April 12

 
at10 a.m., here at CTK, to 

discuss When the Emperor Was Divine  
by Julie Otsuka. Copies are available at the 
Delafield Public Library. Mention the date of 
our meeting before checking out.  

Breadbreakers Gathering 
Our next gathering will be 
Saturday, April 9,  
at Bob & Jeri Rooneyôs 
W339N6498  Breezy Point 
Rd, Oconomowoc.  
 If you have questions 

 call  262-966-0601.  Everyone is welcome to join 
for an informal social from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
Please bring an appetizer to pass.   
 

Womenôs 2016 Plant Sale  
 
 
 
 
Hello Spring!  Brighten your day with  
memories of flowers and sunshine. 

Order forms and perennial pictures are in the upper 
sanctuary and will be on ctkdelafield.com. Please 
drop orders in the watering can at the back of 

church, email to  
ctkplantsale@gmail.com or call  

414-305-0348  
Christ the King Lutheran Church   
1600 N. Genesee Street (Hwy. C) 

 Delafield, WI 53018 
ORDERS DUE BY 4/10/15 

 Questions ? Jenni Marquardt 414-305-0348 or ctk-
plantsale@gmail.com 
Plant Pick Up 

Saturday, May 28th from 1:00 to 4:00.   
Not  home? Itôs OK! We will watch your plants for 

the weekend  
 
 

CTK Womenôs Ministries is involved with sup-
porting many different programs at CTK 
and in the community throughout the year. 
Å Reformation Church Community Angel Gar-
den - providing plants and supplies 
Å Prayer Shawl Group- provide the yarn for 
each shawl 
Å Bible Study Leader Guides for Ruth and Leah 
Circles 
Å Friday Pizza party for our VBS group 
Å Shorehaven Gift Tree cards 
Å Family Promise- family room supplies 
Å WELCA offerings 
Å Community and Global needs during the year 
All of the proceeds from the plant sale support 
these programs and more. 
Thank you for your Support ! 

Spring Events At Christ The King 
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Stewardship Online Giving launch April 2016 
We're "live" with Online Giving using the big, red Donate Here button, lower right on our CTK website at  
ctkdelafield.org!  Give it a try!   
 
Online Giving lets you go to ctkdelafield.org at any time to set up an automatic donation plan, change 
your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.  You can choose 
from direct debit giving to transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the churchôs bank ac-
count (EFT) or use a Credit or Debit Card payment (Visa, MasterCard, Discover).  Youôll receive a 
prompt email confirmation of your gift and be prompted to setup a secure, password-protected login for 
future donations.  

If you are already using Simply Giving, click on Donate Here and set up your secure, password-
protected login (upper right).  You can now alter your own Scheduled Transactions (Simply 
Giving).   

 
Thanks to Jerri Jones, CTK financial secretary, for graciously saying, "Sure, we can do that." Jerri will 
electronically receive your donation reports with this new giving option, reducing her workload of manual 
entries of donations. 
 
You can also use your smartphone and a QR Code Reader to immediately link to our big red DONATE 
HERE webpage!   When you scan this barcode-like QR code image with a smartphone's QR decoder app, 
it will instantly connect you to the mobile version of your web page. 

 
Scan here using the QR code scanner on your smart phone. 

 

If you have questions, contact Meredy Hase of the Stewardship Team at meredyhase@gmail.com. 
Secure donation services are provided by Vanco Services, LLC.  Vanco processes electronic donations for more than 15,000 churches and nonprofit 
organizations. The Simply GivingÈ Program endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union is operated by Vanco Services. Simply GivingÈ is a registered 
trademark of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent Federal Credit Union assumes no responsibility for the products and services offered by Vanco 

Listening Post Scheduled 
CTKôs Worship Support Task Force is hosting 
a listening post for Sunday, April 24.  They are 
looking for engagement around questions relat-
ed to the installation of an audio-visual system 
in the sanctuary. To date, the committee has 
been researching how AV systems are used in 
other churches, talking about possibilities and 
preparing for this forum. The intent of this fo-
rum is primarily to hear from the congregation.  
 
The Worship Support Task Force will present 
initial information about possibilities and pro-
vide a vision for how such a system could be 
used at CTK, if and when the congregation 
gives its approval. This gathering will not be a 
decision-making meeting, but a listening ses-
sion. Comments from this forum will help direct 
the Worship Support Task Force as they con-
sider the possibility to use such a system to aid 
worshipers gathered around Word and  
Sacrament. Your involvement will help the task 

force formulate a proposal to be voted on later 
in the year. In late 2014, Chuck Jorgensen and 
his family provided money for such a system, 
in memory of Dee Jorgensen.  
 

Adult Forums 
April 3: Holy Humor Sunday 
 Tell Jokes, razz the pastor, celebrate in joy! 
April 10: Preparing Care in Advance 
 Charlotte Hall will present on Advance  
Directives 
April 17: Youth share their Faith Statements 
 Hear the witness of Discipleship Training 
Youth 
April 24: Worship Support Listening Post 
 Provide input on a possible AV system for 
Worship 
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CTK Youth 
CTK Scholarships 
High School Seniors, thinking about where to 
go to college?  CTK has been offering scholar-
ships to Christian based colleges since 1988.  
This current 2015/2016 academic year six of 
CTKôS students qualified and received  them.  
They are doing well and happy with their  
choices.  Inquire in the church office before 
May 1, 2016 ! 
 

2016 Graduation Recognition 
We recognize graduating seniors in May.  Call the 
church office if you will be a high school or college 
graduate this spring and supply us with your name 
and address so we can be sure to send you an in-
vite to be part of senior recognition Sunday, June 5.  
Church office 262-646-2343, or email to  
office@ctkdelafield.org. 
 

Sunday School 
April 3: Itôs Holy Humor Sunday. Join us for  
something special! 
April 10-May 15: Regular Sunday School Schedule 
May 22: Save the date for a special end of the year 
celebration brunch for youth, adults and families. 
The brunch will take place between services 9:30-
10:30 a.m. 
 

Godly Play 
Do you remember the last time someone told you a 
great story? A story that held you fascinated? One 
where you could visualize the setting and the ac-
tion? Christine and the Education Committee have 
been developing plans for a new educational minis-
try for our young people on Sunday mornings. It 
involves telling Bible stories and playing with figu-
rines. We are currently looking for story-tellers and 
assistants. We will provide all the training, story 
pieces and scripts. Would you consider coming to 
hear more about Godly Play and prayerfully consid-
er joining the story-telling team? 

Youth Ministry 
This March six participants from CTK attended the 
Synod Youth Retreat. Synod Youth Retreat was a 
weekend gathering of 132 people from across the 
synod at Camp Minikani. Our weekend included 
prayer, worship and teaching led by Pastor Steve 
Jerbi and musician Rachel Kurtz. They were joined 
by spoken word artist Brit Nicole. Our youth had a 
wonderful weekend spending time with youth from 
other churches. Pictured here are the youth from 
Christ the King, All Saints in Wales, Our Saviors in 
Hartland and Reformation in Milwaukee. We want 
to thank Rich Quinlan for sharing his weekend with 
us and serving as the male Chaperone.  

 
Youth Sunday Brunch Schedule: 
April 3: No Brunch for Holy Humor Sunday 
April 10: Sunday Brunch from 9:45-10:30 in the 
Youth Room 
April 17: Donut Sunday 8:00-9:15 am 
April 17: Sunday Brunch will take place in the Adult 
Forum 9:30-10:30 am 
April 24: Sunday Brunch from 9:45-10:30 am in the 
Youth Room 
 

Youth Group for Grades 7-12 
 
April 10 from 6-8 pm at Christ the King 
April 24 from 6-8 pm at Christ the King 

Vacation Bible School Update 
Save the date for VBS in the afternoons of June 27-30. 
VBS will be for ages three to entering third grade. An additional camp for students in grades 4, 5, and 6 will 
be held at the same time!  Interested in joining the planning team? Weôll be holding a meeting on Monday, 
April 11, from 6:30-7:30 pm in the Upper Sanctuary. We have lots of volunteer opportunities with varying 
commitment levels and some tasks can be done remotely! Even if you are not available the week of the 
event, we invite you to be a part of this wonderful ministry. This year we will be partnering with two churches 
for the VBS week! If youôd like to hear more about VBS volunteer opportunities,  christine@ctkdelafield.org. 

mailto:christine@ctkdelafield.org
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Outreach:    

Godôs Work Our Hands 

If You Drink Coffee, Read on! 
CTK is one of many churches in our area that 
supports the Mt Meru Coffee Project.  If you 
enjoy a good cup of coffee, all you need to do 
is purchase your coffee on Sunday mornings 
at CTK ï  by this simple act, you will be help-
ing folks 8,146 miles away!  Just by drinking a 
cup of coffee. 
 
For 14 years, this project has been improving 
the standard of living for the coffee farmers in 
the Meru Diocese, our partner synod, in Tan-
zania.  Their mission is to develop and grow 
justice- based relationships, building on fair 
prices and practices between the Meru coffee 
growers and coffee consumers.  A fair price 
provides a sustainable farm income and 
boosts local farm village economies.  A fair 
price also allows the farmer to support their 
families with dignity, send their children to 
school, access and pay for health care, and 
have funds needed to improve their agricultur-
al practices.  How simple an act it is for us to 
help them, just by drinking a cup of coffee. 
 
If you are interested in learning more, please 
visit the website at www.mtmerucoffee.org 
or contact Carol White at 262-370-8064 or 
cr092494@yahoo.com 
There is a coffee table set up at the front en-
trance. All bags have a small brown envelope 
attached to them. A bag is $10.00 (about the  
same price as a good coffee in the grocery 
store). Place your $10.00, or check made out 
to CTK, in the brown envelope, and place the 
envelope in the coffee pot on the table. 
 
We stock regular whole bean and regular 
ground.  I also stock decaf whole bean and de-
caf ground.  If you are a lover of flavored cof-
fee, there is an order form on the table where 
you can indicate what you would like to order 
and next time I place an order, I will add that to 
the order and let you know when it comes in. 
Thank you for purchasing your coffee through 
the Mt. Meru Coffee Project! 

Reformation's Store To Open 
The Neighborhood Store at Reformation 
Lutheran Church will soon open at its new  
location, 3806 West Lisbon Avenue in  
Milwaukee.  
  
The store will face new challenges as they do. 
There will be limited space for sales. Store 
items will need to be mobile, so that the multi-
purpose room can serve many needs. They 
will not have much space for storage of donat-
ed items. The store will no longer carry hang-
ing clothing, large furniture or appliances. Dis-
play carts and cabinets will be moved around 
the room to make space for other ministry 
events.  
  
Soon, we'll be able to donate items to their 
new store. However, the list of items they will 
accept has been shortened to accommodate 
their new space. If you'd like to support Refor-
mation's Neighborhood Store, you'll be helping 
them provide low cost clothing and essentials 
for people with limited income.  
They will accept: 
¶ New Socks and underwear for all ages 
¶ Jewelry and watches 
¶ Purses, slippers, wallets and belts 
¶ Sheets and towels, bed pillows, shower 
curtains, bathmats 

¶ Small kitchen appliances, sets of dishes, 
utensils, gadgets and cookware 

¶ Small electronics such as microwaves, 
DVD players, radios, clocks 

¶ Small lamps, snack/TV tables, fans 
¶ School supplies and uniforms 
¶ Baby items, especially diapers 
 

Family Promise Week Apr 17-24 
CTK will again host Family Promise families during 
the week of April 17-24. Please  consider volun-
teering a few hours of your time to this wonderful 
outreach.  We now have a Community Outreach 
bulletin board located in the hallway by the kitchen.  
Information and updates on Family Promise, Se-
renity Inn, Reformation Church and  Lutherdale can 
be found here.  Upcoming training dates for Family 
Promise is posted on this board as well.  We are 
always looking for new faces and ambassadors to 
help us serve our neighbors in need.  
 

http://www.mtmerucoffee.org/
mailto:cr092494@yahoo.com


April 2016  7 

 

Outreach:   Godôs Work Our 
Hands 

Include the following items 
in each Baby Care Kit:  

x2Two lightweight cotton t-

shirts 
 

×2  Two long- or short-  

   sleeved gowns or   
   sleepers       
   (without feet) 

 ×2Two receiving blankets, 
medium-weight cotton or flan-
nel, or crocheted or knitted with 
lightweight yarn, up to 52ò 
square 

 

 ×4 Four cloth diapers, flat 
   fold preferred 

 

 ×1One jacket, sweater or 
  sweatshirt with a hood, or 
  include a baby cap 
 

 ×2  Two pairs of socks 

 

 X1 One hand towel, 
dark color recommended 

 

×2  Two or three bath-size 

bars of soap equaling up to 8-
9 oz, any brand, in original 
wrapping. 

×2 Two diaper pins or          

  Large safety pins 

Diapers to Downtown 
Last year we sent loads of diapers and baby wipes 
to Detroit with our youth attending the ELCA youth 
gathering. This year we have a need closer to 
home:  In May, Reformation, our partner church, will 
host families in their community.  They will share 
important information about the safety and care of  
children, share a story with the children and have a 
light meal.  As a part of the Baby Fair, they will gift 
families with diapers and wipes.  Please drop off 
diapers and wipes in the upper sanctuary for this 
important safe baby event.  All sizes of diapers are 
needed.  If you want us to do the shopping for you, 
please make the check out to Christ the King and 
put ñDiapers to Downtownò on the memo line.  Con-
tributions are requested by May 8.  Thank you! 
 

Strong Baby/Safe Sleep Fair 
On Saturday, May 21, Reformation will host families 
of the community.  We will share important infor-
mation about the safety and care of children, share 
a story with the children and have a light meal.  As a 
part of the Baby Fair, we will gift families with dia-
pers and wipes.  We invite people to purchase a 
package of diapers and wipes to share with a fami-
ly.  We are looking for all sizes.  It would be great to 
receive these by Monday,  May 16.  We will be in 
the office at 9:00 a.m. on that day to receive them, 
or arrangements can be made to bring them on oth-
er days that someone will be in the office/store 
building at 3806 W. Lisbon Ave., Milwaukee. 
 

Spring At The Food Pantry  
Top needed items this month:  Cold Cereal, Oat-
meal, Grape Jelly, Pears, Peaches, Applesauce, 
Flour, Sugar, Cake Mixes, Jell-O,Spaghetti Noo-
dles, Noodle Sides, Rice and Rice Sides, Canned 
Chicken, Tuna, Ravioli &Spaghetti-Oôs. 
 
 

CTK Outreach Project 2016 
Our Outreach Project  for Spring, Summer & early 
Fall months is Lutheran World Relief    Baby Care 
Kits. A list of what to include is located in the upper 
sanctuary or ask an Usher.  Baby Care Kits are 
distributed as part of emergency and relief ef-
forts, to be sure, but they are also given out as 
part of LWR health initiatives to encourage 
women to seek prenatal care.  
 
 
 

CTK Outreach Project 
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Laurie Wilson, Director of All 
Godôs Children, shares AGC 
news here each month. She 
invites you to let others know 
the good work our church is 
a part of through this im-
portant ministry. 

 Astronauts & Fairy Tales 
The children in our Alligator and Monkey 
classroom had a great time with the space unit 
pretending to be astronauts and learned about 
the planets with a field trip to the planetarium 
in Waukesha.  The children in the Rainbow 
class had so much fun with their pirates and 
princess days especially since they got to 
wear their favorite gowns to preschool!   They 
also had a unit on fairy tales where they read 
the story of the Gingerbread Man.   Those 
mischievous gingerbread men ran around the 
church and got stuck in the elevator trying to 
climb the ladder to the buttons.   
 

Family Cook-Out Fundraiser 
On May 2, All Godôs children will be sponsor-
ing a Playground Fundraiser with a cookout 
for families and church members.   We will be 
having outdoor activities for the children as 
well as a silent auction in the Great Hall.   If 
you have something that you could donate for 
our silent auction, please feel free to send 
Laurie an email or drop the item off at pre-
school or the church office.  Keep watch for 
additional information and details. 

Summer Safari 
Our AGC Summer Safari is a  4 week session 
that meets 2 days a week starting June 
20.   Children from age 3 to the start of kinder-
garten are eligible to enroll in our pro-
gram.    This program is open to all even if 
they are not currently enrolled at our pre-
school.  There are enrollment forms available 
on our board.   

Enrollment For 2016/2017 
We are currently enrolling for the 2016-2017 
school year and have space available in all of 
our classrooms.  Please tell your friends and 
neighbors about our preschool program here  
at Christ the King.   We are truly blessed with 
an amazing staff and a wonderful facility.   In-
terested families are welcome to come visit us 
at any time. 
 
 

It Will Be A ñWILDò Time 
Wildlife in Need will be coming to visit our pre-
school on Thursday, April 21, and are planning 
to bring Dakota the Owl along with various oth-
er animals.  The program will be at 9:10 in our 
Big Room and everyone is welcome to at-
tend.  Itôs such a neat opportunity as the chil-
dren will get to see real animals in a comforta-
ble setting. 

All Godôs Children 
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Check us out online!! 
Ctkdelafield.org 

VBS 2016  June 27-30 

ñLucky To Have Youò 
Our Froggy Fives KMSD 4K had their St. Pat-
rickôs Day ñLucky to Have Youò program for 
parents and friends on St. Patrickôs Day.   The 
children have been busy preparing for their 
program learning songs about leprechauns, 
dancing a jig and decorating the room with 
Irish flags and rainbow handprints.   So fun for 
the kids to be dressed in green and doing the 
program for their families. Visit Culverõs of Wales on HWY 18  

on Tuesday, April 26 from 4:00 to 8:00  

 and Culverõs will donate 10% of sales to  

ALL GODõS CHILDREN PRESCHOOL 
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Juanitaôs ñRamblingò:   
Sense or Nonsense 
Itôs Mid-March and the April Newsletter is due 
in CTKôS office or it wonôt be out to ñya allò!  
We have a week and a half to go until Easter, 
that special day when millions of people 
throughout  the world pay homage to Christ  
Jesus, the only time in all history to take on hu-
man form and live among us, die for our sins, 
raise from the dead, live again, then ascend to 
his Father in Heaven, leaving us with the Holy 
Spirit.  Because  He lived and promised to 
come again, we too shall live in peace, justice 
and love.  Drawn to Him, more and more we 
find hope and newness of life.  As more of us 
are reconciled to our one and only Almighty 
God, we are reconciled to one another, finding 
forgiveness and peace.  The ancient world 
boasted its ñseven wondersò, only one of which 
still stands-the Egyptian pyramids.  More sig-
nificant than all those seven put together is the 
empty tomb of Jesus.   
 

Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
He is with us wherever we go! 
Let Go/Let God!  Alleluia! 

 
On Easter Sunday the Cross becomes, to 
Christians, our shining endless sign of forgiven 
reconciliation and eternal life with God and all 
saints in the Kingdom of Heaven.  We are in 
the Easter season for 50 days until the Day of 
Pentecost, days in which we are encouraged 
to follow Jesusô commandment, ñLove one an-
other as I have loved youò.   
 
I close this April (Fools Day) message with 
something I ran across in my ñresourcesò: 
 

Best Things to Give 
 

To your friend-Loyalty  
To your enemy-Forgiveness 
To your boss-Service 

To a child-A good example 
To your parents-Gratitude & devotion 

To your wedded mate-Love and faithfulness 
To all people-Charity    
To God-Your life 

 
 
 
 

Reach Juanita 
Newman by leaving 
a message for her at 
the church or by 
calling her at home. 
262-646-8603. 

Godôs Blessings to You All! 
We congratulate the following 
people with Birthday and Anni-
versary Milestones this month. 
When you see them, wish 
them well and ask them which 

      milestone they are passing.  
 
Birthday Milestones:  ñYoung at Heartò  
Joyce Brassington,  Dale Hight, Martha 
Schuster, Esther Schumann, Linda Kilmer, 
Joan Kirschenmann, Roger Knutson & 
 Jon Kilmer. 
 

Lambeau Field Day Trip-May 18 
Take a motor coach to Green Bay, lunch at the fa-
mous Krollôs restaurant, Lambeau Field Stadium 
Tour, Packers Hall of Fame Tour & a light evening 
meal. $99/person 
 

Silver Camper Day-June 22 & July 13 
All Senior adults are invited to spend a day at camp 
this summer!  Awaken your child inside. Morning 
worship, Bible study, lunch, an afternoon hayride 
tour and pontoon ride.  Cost  $15/person 

 
Fish Fry Fridays at Lutherdale 
Served from 4:30-7:30 p.m. on March 25, April 29, 
May 27, June 24, July 29, August 26, & Sept. 30.  
$14/Adulté$7 age 12 and under. 
www.lutherdale.org 262-742-2352 
 

Ready for Some ñGuys Timeò? 
Lutheran Men in Mission Present The 
ñHigh, Deep & Wideò Menôs Get-A-Way, April 22-23. 
Cost: $75/Person, Includes lodging, meals and  
activities.  Register before April 11.   

 

 Lutherdale Events & Ministries 
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ELCA Conference of Bishops, others to 
examine future direction, priorities 
The Conference of Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is discerning the denomi-
nation's future directions and priorities in a new process known as "Called Forward Together in Christ."  

            The conference is an advisory body of the ELCA that includes 65 synod bishops, the presid-
ing bishop and secretary. It met March 3-8 for worship and study and to continue its conversation on 
a variety of church matters, such as theological education, pastoral care and more. The Rev. William 
O. Gafkjen, bishop of the ELCA Indiana-Kentucky Synod, is conference chair. 

            ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton is leading "Called Forward Together in Christ," 
endorsed by the ELCA Church Council and in collaboration with the Conference of Bishops. The 
process is designed to invite the more than 3.7 million-member ELCA into discernment about the 
church's future. From this process, a statement will be prepared that articulates future directions and 
priorities that the council, which serves as the ELCA's board of directors, will consider at its Novem-
ber 2016 meeting. The goal is to launch the statement in 2017 as part of the ELCA's observance of 
the 500 anniversary of the Reformation. 

            "The Conference of Bishops dedicated a full day to 'Called Forward Together in Christ,' the 
process we are using to invite the entire church into a conversation about our mission and priorities. 
The bishops were very engaged. I am hopeful about this process and grateful for the partnership 
with the conference," said Eaton. 

             "We will be assessing where we are as God's people and working to understand what God 
has in store for us. We are going to do a lot of listening ï to God and to one another," she said. 

            In its conversation the conference explored what is distinctive about the ELCA's identity as a 
Lutheran church, how the church can become inclusive and diverse in a way that is inspiring and rel-
evant in various communities, and it discussed critical ministries of the church in response to domes-
tic and international events and more. The conference also considered how the invitation to conver-
sation will be rolled out across the church. 

Theological education 

            Members of ELCA are also in conversation about the future of theological education. In the 
fall, the Church Council appointed a working group to receive feedback and create possible imple-
menting strategies for a set of recommendations featured in a report from the Theological Education 
Advisory Council (TEAC) ï authorized by the council to address in a holistic way issues on theological edu-
cation, leadership development, candidacy, call and rostered leaders. 

            The conference met with presidents from the church's eight seminaries March 5 to exchange 
insights about the partnership between seminaries and the ELCA's 65 synods. 

             "This church places a high priority on theological education and formation for all of God's 
people, especially for those who are called to some form of public ministry," said Gafkjen in anticipa-
tion of group conversations between the conference and presidents. 

            When the conference met this past fall it responded to TEAC's report with a statement that 
highlighted "the concern that significant changes in the ways we engage theological education are 
necessary if we are to maintain our commitment to broad-based and contextually appropriate theo-
logical education and formation for a new day," Gafkjen said.                                 Continued page 12 
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  In her formal report to the conference, Eaton noted some recent movement and change in the 
church's theological education system, especially among ELCA seminaries. 

             "This is one of the many reasons that it's important for us to sit together as seminary leaders 
and bishops to speak with candor, to speak the truth in love, if you will, so that the whole body of the 
ELCA may be built up for its vital engagement in God's mission of healing, hope, and reconciliation 
in the world," said Gafkjen, adding that the hope for the conversation with seminary presidents was 
"to cultivate regular, transparent and mutual communications between synodical and seminary lead-
ers as we move, together, into God's unfolding future." 

            The Rev. James R. Nieman, president of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, of-
fered remarks prior to the conversations. From experience, he noted seven features for "healthy" 
partnerships between synods and seminary: financial support, bishop contact, selection of seminary 
board members, ministry networking, student recruitment, candidacy process and scholarly re-
sources. 

            "There's no one synod where all these exist in equal measure, and likewise we haven't lived 
into this mutual relation as much as we truly want and need to," said Nieman. "Yet the issue is really 
about support in the fullest sense, speaking well of one another in the Eighth Commandment sense, 
and seeing our common stake in theological education." 

Bound conscious, new realities 

            The conference received a final update about the "Ministry to and with Same Gender Cou-
ples and Their Families" working group from the Rev. Mary S. Froiland, bishop of the ELCA South-
Central Synod of Wisconsin, and the Rev. S. John Roth, bishop of the ELCA Central/Southern Illinoi 
Synod. Both served on the working group. This past fall, the ELCA Church Council received a report 
with recommendations from the working group and referred the recommendations to the churchwide 
organization for implementation. 

            In their update, Froiland and Roth noted a recommendation about this church's responsibility 
of providing pastoral care and that "providing for" could mean referral as an acceptable means. They 
also noted the preface to another recommendation that offered insight into some of the working 
group's "quandaries" about whether or how to provide liturgical resources for same gender couples 
and their families ï liturgy that can be used in marriage service. 

            The update prompted the conference to have a separate conversation about the church's de-
sire to move forward together as one church, as ELCA members differ in their convictions on matters 
related to human sexuality and "new realities," such as the legalization of same-sex marriage in the 
United States.  Continue page 13 

Adult Forum Update 
Thank you for coming to hear David Liners speak 
about The Abuse of Revocation in Wisconsin at 
our recent forum. He presented lots of information 
about our prison system. You can look up more 
information at www.rocwisconsin.org  It explains 
what WISDOM is  and the 12  County chapters. 
The Waukesha Chapter is called SOPHIA.  
I will be getting more information about  
SOPHIA and keep you informed about any legisla-
tion you may want to contact your Congress peo-
ple about. I was pleased to see that the bill passed 
last week to provide more money for treatment for 
the mentally ill.      Sylvia 

http://www.rocwisconsin.org/
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 The Rev. Kurt F. Kusserow, bishop of the ELCA Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod, told the confer-
ence that while "we want to be one church together é we don't know how to get there." The under-
standing of "bound conscience" served as "our first attempt at how we can get there" but the way it 
has been used and understood by the church since actions of the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
may not allow the way, he said.  

            That assembly adopted proposals to change ELCA ministry policies. One change created 
the possibility for Lutherans in same-sex relationships to serve as ordained ministers. 

            "Bound conscience worked to some degree. It got us through that task, to some degree. But 
now we still have an open question about how we are going to talk about marriage, complicated by 
the forward moving of the nation," said the Rev. R. Guy Erwin, bishop of the ELCA Southwest Cali-
fornia Synod. 

       The Ministry to and with Same Gender Couples and Their Families working group report offered 
several recommendations on equipping this church in its ministry to same gender families. 

            From its conversation, Gafkjen noted that the conference will also "put some thoughts to-
gether" for how this church can move forward. 

 In other business, the ELCA Conference of Bishops: 

+ affirmed the importance of continuing theological education for rostered leaders lifted up in the 
TEAC report, and it affirmed the expectation that every rostered leader engage in "a minimum of 50 
contact hours per year of intentional continuing education." 

+ received an update on ELCA Mission Support "experiments" among five synods. Mission Support 
is the financial offering from congregations shared with synods and the churchwide organization. An 
emphasis of the experiments is how to find efficiencies and effectiveness in increasing local ac-
countability and Mission Support. 

+ learned about some changes and next steps in disability coverage from Portico Benefit Services. 

+ engaged in conversation about the church's inter-religious calling and commitments. 

+ received an update on Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA. To date the cam-
paign has received $76 million in cash gifts, $4 million in multi-year commitments, and $17 million in 
planned gifts. Combining cash gifts and multi-year commitments for a total of $80 million, the ELCA 
is 40.4 percent of the way toward the church's $198 million goal by 2019. 

+ received reports from the ELCA vice president, treasurer and secretary and updates from the Con-
ference of Bishops' various committees. 
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Assisting Minister is the same for  
Early and Late service each week. 


